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SHIPP, Albert 
 

Guardsman, 14345, 
1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Thursday, 29th October 1914 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Menin Gate, Ypres 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 22 years 

 
Albert Shipp was born on 21st January 1892, the seventh of eight children, four 
boys and four girls, of George and Elizabeth Shipp, nee Whiting.  The family lived at 
Burton End, Haverhill, as generations had done before them including Albert’s great 
grandfather Samuel.  Samuel had been a weaver but with its decline was to find 
work as an agricultural labourer and the family continued in this work for many years. 
 
Elizabeth also lived at Burton End, and when she & George married in 1879 they 
lived with her parents.  Her father, like George’s, was a horse keeper on a farm.  By 
1891 and with five children they had a home of their own at 90 Burton End with 
George now working as a brick maker.  On 16th April 1898, Albert, then aged 6, 
along with siblings John (11) & Sarah (8) were baptised at St Mary’s Church 
Haverhill.  By this time the family had moved to 23 Clements Lane, a short walk from 
Burton End. 
 
Greater moves were to be made by Albert’s family, who by 1901 were living at 8 
Lawrence Road, Edmonton, Middlesex, with Albert’s father and two brothers George, 
the eldest, and John, now 14 years, working as navvies.  Ten years later the three 
men were still labouring but the family were then living at 53 Folkestone Road, 
Edmonton.  Albert, however, was to follow his brother Harry and join the army and in 
1911 was a Private in the 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards. 
 
In the summer of 1912 Albert married Louisa Sophia Dexter whose family lived at 
Battersea.  Their first child, also Louisa, was born in the spring of 1913 and the 
second, also Albert, arrived in the summer of 1914. 
 
This happy time for the family was all too brief, as upon the outbreak of war Albert 
was recalled and the South West Suffolk Echo reported, on 26th September 1914, 
that he had rejoined his old regiment as Private No. 8420. 
 
By 6th October he was in France and was to see action in the First Battle of Ypres, 
which began a few days later.   
 
On 29th October 1914 the Battalion were at Geluveld, east of Ypres and the war 
diary records that: 

  
‘The Scots Guards and Border Regiment withdrew to Veldhoek at dawn. 
Soon after dawn the German guns opened fire and this fire seemed to be 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

concentrated on the main road about Veldhoek. This was almost 
immediately followed by an attack on Geluved, both on the N and S of the 
Menin Road. The Coldstream Guards (1st Bde) and the 1st Grenadiers 
and Gordon Highlanders (29th Bde) lost very heavily forcing them to 
retire. A counter attack was made by the 2nd Bde which was successful in 
driving back the Germans. Later in the day the Bn advanced and retook 
almost all of the ground which had been lost earlier in the day. 
 
….Only 150 men could be mustered that night and they went into billets in 
a farm house about 300 yards in the rear of the outpost line. The night 
was pitch dark and it rained in torrents, the men being wet through. The 
transport did not come up this night. The 1st Grenadiers lost a great many 
officers and men.’ 

 
There were repeated enemy attempts to break their lines which the experienced 
British riflemen held, but at great cost.  Albert was listed as ‘missing in action’ on 29th 
October - later given as the date of his death. 
 
A report in the Echo of 8th April 1915 relayed the sad news of the deaths of two 
brothers, Albert and his brother Harry: 

 
Recent casualties at the Front claim two more Haverhill natives though 
for the past few years have been resident at Edmonton.  Private Harry 
Shipp of the Grenadier Guards was killed in the recent engagement at 
Neuve Chapelle. He leaves a widow and five young children. 
Deceased had previously seen service during the South African War 
with the Grenadier Guards. For three years he served with the colours 
and was in the Reserve for nine years.  
 
Private Albert Shipp of the same regiment has been missing since the 
Battle of Gheluvelt and it is feared he has also been killed. 

 
 

Albert was awarded 
the 1914 Star, British 
War Medal, and 
Victory Medal.  
 
His wife and children 
were then living at 5 
Froude Street, 
Battersea.   
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Albert is commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres, which now bears the 
names of more than 54,000 fellow servicemen who have no known grave. 

 
 


